
Canadian Parents for French, Nanaimo-Ladysmith Chapter Meeting
Thursday, September 9th, 2010 6:45-8:15 p.m.

Ecole Quarterway Library

Draft Minutes

Present: Janis Chung, Peter Hewitt, Virginia (Ginny) Lofeudo, Kelly Poystila, Sylvia Arnold (minutes)
Regrets: Eliza Gardiner, Cheryl Warsh

1. Approval of  agenda
All were in favour of the agenda as written.
2. Approval of May 6, 2010 AGM minutes
· #3 Change (?????) to (Peter)

· #6 Delete Janis Chung as a Director at Large and note her as the FPAC rep. (which is not an executive position).
· Change spelling of Seargeant to Sargeant
Peter motioned that the minutes be approved as amended, Kelly seconded, and all were in favour.

3. FPAC report (Peter)
· A meeting was held in June 2010 regarding Late French Immersion (LFI). Trustee Sharon Welch and Assistant Superintendent Francine Frisson are supporters of LFI but can’t be initiating the push for it: must come from parents. Also mentioned at the meeting were issues of the current cutback-climate and problems finding space for an LFI class 
· Discussion: should our chapter be involved in advocating/promoting LFI?
· Yes, has to come from parents, and we are the parent voice – chicken and egg –  most parents don’t know they can advocate for LFI

· Perhaps we don’t have the energy – doing a campaign would require a lot of work and our executive and meeting attendees have children already in FI. Getting parents who want to have LFI to join us would be best
· Having LFI would strengthen high school FI, especially physics and math
· Could test the waters and send out a half-page tear-off to indicate interest

· Should be reaching grades 4/5 and maybe 3

· Could also reach potential students via soccer, Brownies, Montessori…. etc.
· If we go ahead, timeline would be: get information into schools by December, if near 30 names have information meeting in February, present to Board in April

Action: To test the waters,  _____________ will contact someone at CPF-BC for help with a campaign to start LFI.    As well, Sylvia will draft a poster to be sent to each school with an e-mail address inviting interested families to contact us for further information.  
4. Treasurer’s Report (Kelly Poystila)
· We have $ 1,559.49 in our account as we received the seed money. 
· The approx. $450 owed to Kelly has been paid off.
5.  Goals for upcoming year
a. Increase awareness of CPF /increase membership:

· Have a CPF table at September meet-the-teacher night 

Action: Kelly will organize a table at Quarterway. ???? at Pauline Haarer.
b. Have fun, social events
· BBQ/games day --  Oct. 3
· We will have a free bbq/games event on Sunday Oct. 3 at the Bowen Park picnic shelter (near volleyball courts) from 12-3. Hotdogs and other food/beverage items will be available at approximately cost. It would be good to have t-shirts available for organizers so they are readily identifiable.

· This will also be a good opportunity for the membership drive + info re LFI.

· Flyers/information should be available at Sept. 23 meet-the-teacher night

· The monitrice at Hammond Bay/NDSS should also be contacted – Francine John would be able to put us in touch with her

Action: Kelly will arrange the food. Ginny and Sylvia will arrange the activities – Ginny will contact Josee Birch at NDSS to ask for student volunteers

· Skating -- TBA
· Instead of two skating events as originally planned, we will have one. Kelly will continue to try to get through to rink bookings: best days would be Friday early evening or Sunday afternoon; best dates would be Jan. 28/30 or Feb. 11/13

    6. 2010 CPF National/ BC AGM in Ottawa
It was decided that the cost to attend ($550 with sponsored refund) was too steep given our finances and priorities. We will instead aim to send someone to the BC AGM next year, which will be less costly as it is actually in BC. 

  7. CPF Website
We didn’t have much time to look at this but noted that there is an upcoming Bilingualism Rocks tour which could be investigated.

  8. Next meeting dates

           Every two months on the first Thursday of the month, 6:45-8:15 p.m., Quarterway Library

Thursday, November 4, 2010
Thursday, January 6, 2011

Thursday, March 3, 2011

AGM date to be determined 

9. Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

